Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, replying to the House resolution of the 7th ultimo in regard to the lease of the seal islands and the policing of Bering Sea. by unknown
University of Oklahoma College of Law
University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons
American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899
2-1-1896
Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, replying
to the House resolution of the 7th ultimo in regard
to the lease of the seal islands and the policing of
Bering Sea.
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset
Part of the Indian and Aboriginal Law Commons
This House Document is brought to you for free and open access by University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons. It has been accepted for
inclusion in American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899 by an authorized administrator of University
of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons. For more information, please contact darinfox@ou.edu.
Recommended Citation
H.R. Doc. No. 197, 54th Cong., 1st Sess. (1896)
TH CONGRESS, } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. { DOCUMENT 
1st Session. . No. 197. 
LEASE OF ALASKA SEAL ISLANDS, ETO. 
LETTER 
FROM 
THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY, 
REPLYING 
To the House resolu,tion of the 7th ultimo in regard to the lease of the seal 
islands and the policing of Bering Sea. , 
FEBRUARY 4, 1896.-Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means and ordered 
to be prir:: ted. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D. O., llebruary 1, 1896. 
SIR: I have tbe honor to acknowledge the receipt of copy of House 
resolution dated the 7th ultimo, the text of which is as follows: 
Resolved, That the Secretal'y of the Tre}tsnry he requested to inform tbe House: 
First. What amount the Treasury has received from the lessees of the Alaska. 
seal islands for r ental and tax each year since the new lease of these islands from 
May 1, 1890, to date; together with the number of skins annually taken under the 
provisions of said lease, and also the amount received from the lessees and the num-
ber of skins taken each year from 1868 to 1890. 
Second. What has been the cost of policing Bering Sea and the North Paci:fio 
each year since 1890; and also the amount expended for the support of the natives 
of the seal islands by the Treasury Department each year since 1890. 
In reply thereto I have to inform you that the number of seals taken 
by the lessees of said islands since 1890, the amounts received by the 
Government. from the said lessees in return for the privilege of taking 
seals on the islands, and the amounts which remain due to the Govern-
ment and unpaid by the lessees on account of this privilege during the 
same years, are as follows: 




1890 .•••••.••••..•.•.•.•••••••••••...••.•.••• · ••.•••••.•••••• ••••••••. 20,995 $269,673. 88 $47,403.00 
1891 . .•••.•. ••• • • • . . . • . • ••• • • . • . • . . . • . • • . . . • • • • . • . • . . . • • • •• . . •• • • • • • . 13,482 46,749. 23 133, 628.64 
1892 . . . • • • • . • • • • . . • • • • • . • • . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . • • • • . • • . • . . . . • . . • • • • • • • •• • • . 7, 549 23, 972. 60 108, 686. 52 
1893 .....•••••••.•...•..••••..•.••...••..••••.•.•.•.• ···••• .•••••• •• . 7,500 . • • .. • .• . . •• . 132, 187.50 
1894..... ••• • • . • • . . • • . • • . . • • • . • • • . • • • . . .• • •• . • • • • •. • • • . • •• •• • • • . . • • . 16,031 . • ••• • •• •• • • . 214,298.37 
1895 . • • • • • . • • • • • • . • • • . • • • . • • • • • • • .. • • . . . • • • . . . . . • • . . • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • . . 15, 000 .•••••••••••• * 204, 375. 00 
* Due on or before April 1, 1896. 
2 LEASE OP ALASKA SEAL ISLANDS, ETC. 
In explanation of tlie a,bove statement of "Amounts due and unpaid," 
I have to inform you that reductions having been made by my prede. 
ce , or in the amounts which, under their le3,se, the present lessees of 
tue i ·lands were required to pay as aunual rental and tax since 1890, 
I enterta,iued the belief, supported by an opinion of the honorable the 
Attoruey-General, that these reductions had been made without war. 
ra11t of law. This question having aris~n in determining the amount 
of rent due for the years 1893 and 189-1, I refnsed to be bound by the 
settlements made by my predecessor in office, and made demands upon 
saiµ. lel5 ees for the amounts of $132,187.50 and $214,298.37, due1 respec. 
tively, for those years. Payment of these amounts having been 
refu ed, suits were instituted in the circuit court for the southern <l.is-
trict of ew York to recover the whole amount claimed to be dQ.e for 
the years 1893 and 1894. These suits are still pending. 
As requested, I append a statement of the number of seals taken 
for all purposes on the Real islands during the years 1870 to 1889, 
both inclusive, together with the respective amounts paid by the lessees 
each year as rental and tax for the privilege: 
- -- --
Year. SPals Rental and Year. Seals Rental and taken. tax. taken. Tax. 
1870 ...••...••••....•••••. 23, 773 $101, 080. 00 1880 ...••••..••••. ·••• • •· 105, 718 $317,594.50 
1871 ..••......•......••••• 102,960 322, 863.38 1881 •.•••••••••••.••••••. 105,063 316,885.75 
1872 . ...... : .. . ........... 108, 819 307,181.12 1882 .••••••.•••••••••.••. 9!:I, 812 317,295.25 
1Hi 3 .. ........ . ......••••• 109, 177 327,081.25 1883 .••••••••••.••••••••. 79,509 251, 875.00 
1874 ..•••........•...••••. 110, 585 317,494.75 1884 .••••••••••.••..••••• 105, 434 317,400.25 
)873 . .•.•••..•........•... l()(i, 460 317,584.00 1885 .•••••••••.•••••••••• 105,024 317,489.50 
1876 .........•........••.. 94, 657 291,155.50 1886 ·•••••••••••·•••••••• 104, 521 317,452.75 1 -;7 . ...••...•...... ··•·•. 84. 310 253,255.75 1887 . ·•••••·••••••··••••• 105, 760 317, 500.00 
187~ ..•.......•...••..•••. 10!), 323 317,447.50 1888 .••.••••••••••••••••• 103, 304 317,500. 00 
1879. ··••• .•••.••..••..•.. 110,511 317,400.25 1889 .••.•••••••.••••••••• 102, 617 317,500.00 
In addition to the above there was covered into the Treasury in the 
year 1873: the amount of $29,529.17, realized from the sale of seal skins 
by Government agents; and in 1885, $1,000 as a forfeiture for taking 
seals unlawfully. 
A to the cost of policing Bering Sea and the North Pacific each 
year since 1890, I have to state that the honorable the Secretary of 
the avy, upon request, has informed this Department that the cost of 
maintaining ves els of the United States Navy in these waters since 
1 1:)0, including pay and rations of officers and crews and repairs to the 
ve el <luring and immediately following the performance of said 
patrol duty, wa, as follows: . 
190 ................. TopatrolbyNavy.11893 .......•••.......•..•... $183,067.74 
1 91...... . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $133, 281. 64 1894. . . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 452, 768.18 
1 92. ..... ... . .•.. ....•. .... 233,931.31 1895 .....•...•••..... No patrol by Navy. 
The expen. e: incurred by revenue cutters in patrolling Bering Sea 
from 1 90 to 1895, iuclusive, including pay and rations of officers and 
men are a follow : 
1 90 ...............•......... $36,846.6611893 ..•••••••.••.•••••••.••.. $47,385.79 
1 91. ...........•.•.••...•••. 51,650.70 1894 ....•••••.•.•.••••••••••. 56,439.63 
1 2 .................•••..•.. 66,672.57 1895 ...•••..........•.•.••••. 148,677.74 
From th~ e figure it would seem that the total cost of policing these 
water durrng the p riod in question is $1,410,721.96. 
'Ill amount' which have been expended by the Government for the 
sup1 r t of be native inhabitant of the Real islands of Alaska follow: 
i 9! : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : $ik ~f i: il 
1 95 · · · · · •• . . • • • • . • . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . • • • • . • • • • • . • • • • • 25, 563. 21 
LEASE OF ALASKA SEAL ISLANDSi ETC. 3 
While not requested by the rei:;olution, I appeud a. statement of the 
amounts expended for salaries and traveling expe11ses of agents to the 
seal :fisheries of .Alaska each year since the date of the first appropria-
tiou for tbat purpose: 
1876. _ .. _ .. _ ......... _ ... _ . _ . . $2, 752. 68 1886 ...••..•••...•••••..••• __ . $7, 937. 49 
1877 ...•....... _ .. _ ... _. _. . . . . 8, 080. 49 1887 .......... __ . _ .. _ .. __ . _... 16, 17 4. 13 
1878 .... _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10, 892. 50 1888 ............ __ .... _ ..... _. 10, 184. 52 
187!) .. _ ... _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16, 381. 78 1889 ................... _.. . . . . 13, 027. 10 
1880 .. ___ .. _ .... __ ....... _. __ . 9,571.02 1890 .. - •• -· .... _ .......... ___ . 10,747.71 
1881. _ .... ___ .. __ .... _. __ . . . . . 4, 248. 09 1891 .............. __ .. . . . . . . . . 15, 396. 83 
1882. _. _ ...... _ ............. _. 15, 263. 06 1892. - ................... _. __ . 16, 071. 33 
1883 .. _ ....... __ .... _ ....... _. 11, 090. 32 1893 ......................• __ . 11, 168. 27 
1884 . _ .......... _ .. _.... . . . . . . 13, 811. 64 1894 -.... - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10, 953. 09 
1885 .. _ ... _ ............... _. _. 13, 102. 61 1895 ..... - . - - . . . . • • • . . • . . • . . . . 10, 308. 38 
While these islands were ceded to the United States in 1867, no appro-
priation for salaries and expenses of Government agents thereon 
appears to have been rnach~ prior to 1876. 
The following is a suruwary of the amounts already set forth: 
Seals taken under lea Re: 
1870 ...•... - - - - .... - •... - - •... - • - - . - - - . - - • - .. - • - - ... - - ••. - . - •••. 
1890 .......••••.. - - - - .. - - .... - ...••••.. - .•. - ...•• - ••........ - ••. 





Under lease of 1870 ....•.•.....•••.. _. __ . _. _ .. _ ••••... _. _ ...•• _. $5, 981, 036. 50 
Under lease of 1890 ....•••...• _ .. _. __ ...• _ ..... __ .... _ ...•.• _... 340, 395. 71 
Miscellaneous . ........•••......................... ___ ... ___ : _ .. _ 30, 529. 17 
Total ................................................ _ . . . . . . . . 6, 351, 961. 38 
Amount due and unpaid, awaiting outcome of pending litigation.:... 840,579.03 
Amonn~s _exp en~ed: 
Policing waters ........•.... ______ ··---- ...... ______ .........•.. 
Supp0rt of natives .......... ____ .......•........ ·-----··---- ___ _ 
Salaries and expenses of agents __________ ...•........ ____ . _____ _ 
1, 410, 721. 96 
55,219.97 
227,163.04 
Total. - .· ••.. - - - -.. - ... - -... - . • • . • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . 1, 693, 104. 97 
Respectfully, yours, 
Hon. THOMAS B. REED, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
0 
J. G. CARLISLE, 
Seoretary. 
